[Results of surgical treatment of intracranial epidural hematoma].
The authors discuss the results of surgical treatment of intracranial epidural haematomas in the light of own material of 84 cases. In relation to reports in the literature the authors call attention to diagnostic difficulties in atypical cases and discuss the importance of signs of prognostic value for the life of the patient and factors increasing mortality. The signs of poor prognosis include: respiratory disturbances, bilateral pupillary dilatation, coma with disturbances of basic vital functions and decerebrate rigidity. The mortality is increased by co-existent intracranial injuries, especially brain lacerations. The prognosis was best in cases operated upon during the lucid interval. Very good and good results of treatment were achieved in 86% of cases, satisfactory in 8%, with a general mortality of 26%, which was highest in the group with acute haematomas reaching 43%.